


Michelle Brown is a Canadian artist whose creative
journey began in early childhood, shaped by a rare throat
disorder that made art her primary form of
communication. From those formative years, she
developed a deep appreciation for visual expression,
carrying pencils, crayons and paper everywhere.

Encouraged by her early passion, Michelle began private
oil painting lessons at age 10, which laid a strong
foundation for her artistic development. She later pursued
art education at the university level, where she
transitioned to acrylics – a medium that continues to
define her work today.

In 2013, Michelle relocated temporarily to 108 Mile Ranch
to launch The Messy Easel Studio, dedicated herself to
painting and teaching others. After several years, she
returned to the Fraser Valley to care for her family,
bringing with her a wealth of experience and a continued
commitment to fostering creativity within her community.
Michelle has been a long-time active member of the
Federation of Canadian Artists and has exhibited around
the province. Published works include a book cover,
children’s book illustrations, FCA exhibition catalogues,
and Art Avenues Magazine.
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Tetiana Ivanova is a Ukrainian artist whose work
bridges classical tradition and modern
abstraction. Her paintings are a harmony of light,
color, and emotion—deeply inspired by music,
nature, and history.

For many years, Tetiana taught art before
founding her own studio, where people of all ages
come to learn and create. Her ability to inspire
others quickly bore fruit: within four years, her
students held their first major exhibition.

Blending classical and contemporary aesthetics,
Tetiana’s paintings reflect a love for all living
things and the poetry of light. Now based in
Abbotsford, she continues to paint, teach, and
share her art through local exhibitions and her
online studio.

“Painting, for me, is a way of speaking to the
world in the language of light. When we begin to
see beauty around us, we truly come alive,” she
says.
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I have been mesmerized by colour for as long
as I can remember and this intrigue has lead
to my love of drawing and painting.  

Since 2012 I have enjoyed courses in
Vancouver with artist Susan Peacock, and
then at Emily Carr University and I have been
drawing and painting ever since.  

My favourite medium is watercolour although
I also work in acrylics and charcoals.  Since
2020 I have enjoyed teaching watercolours
and drawing.

Thank you for your interest in my work. 
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